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Project Description  
 
The Pacific Beach Mobility Study would create a mobility hub at Mission Boulevard and 
establish key multi-modal linkages to the Balboa Mid-Coast Trolley Station on Grand 
and Garnet Avenues. The study would focus on improving non-motorized infrastructure 
to increase access to the beach, reduce greenhouse gases, and create safer streets. 
The study would design a mobility hub and enhance public space at the boardwalk, and 
would evaluate Garnet and Grand Avenues for potential traffic calming measures and 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities. These critical improvements would connect Pacific 
Beach to the regional transit system, enhance non-motorized access, and encourage 
active living.  

 
Project Justification 
 
Pacific Beach is one of San Diego’s most prominent destinations. Tens of thousands of 
visitors and residents frequent the beachfront, boardwalk, and surrounding 
neighborhood businesses annually. The Pacific Beach boardwalk and beach area are 
key destinations, but the existing roadway conditions impede multi-modal access to the 
beach. While, the Balboa Mid-Coast Transit Station provides a starting point to bring 
more bicyclists and transit riders to the beach, access is limited by the existing street 
conditions on Grand and Garnet Avenues – the two main corridors connecting the 
beach and Interstate-5.    

The goal of this study is to improve access to the beach for pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
transit riders. The study would create the design solutions for a mobility hub at Mission 
Boulevard and connect that hub to the Balboa Mid-Coast Transit Station via Grand and 
Garnet Avenues. Mobility hubs are multi-modal infrastructure and operational facilities 
and programs that connect regional transit services to the neighborhoods where people 
live and work.  

Mission Boulevard is a vibrant mixed-use area that includes retail, restaurants, hotels, 
and housing. However, the absence of dedicated bicycle lanes and existing bus stops 
limit the usability of the area for bicyclists and transit riders. This study would design 
multi-modal improvements along Mission Boulevard to enhance the safety and usability 
of the pedestrian and bicycle network. Additionally, a mobility hub would be sited and 
designed to include bikeshare, carshare, and shuttle facilities, dynamic parking 
management strategies, and wayfinding, and may also provide a single portal and 
payment system for transportation services. The mobility hub will not only facilitate non-
motorized access but will also revitalize development in this area and create a focal 
point in the beach communities.  

 



The study would foster improved non-motorized access between the Mid-Coast Balboa 
trolley station and the beach through improved connections along Grand and Garnet 
Avenues. Grand and Garnet Avenue serve as the most highly used east west corridors 
providing access to Pacific Beach, with traffic volumes at key intersections as high as 
43,000 average daily trips. Both streets are auto-oriented with narrow sidewalks, and no 
separated bicycle facilities. The lack of multi-modal connectivity limits access to 
surrounding neighborhoods and creates additional congestion and parking challenges. 
The Pacific Beach Pedestrian Master Plan identified community desired solutions in 
2012. Garnet Avenue was envisioned to be a “main street” with more pedestrian 
focused amenities while Grand was envisioned to support more transit and bicycle 
facilities. Specific traffic calming solutions and street reconfigurations were not identified 
through that effort; this study will provide the analysis and design solutions needed to 
enhance both corridors as complete streets that enhance multi-modal access and 
encourage greater investment in Pacific Beach.  

.   

Project Objectives Include: 

 Create a public space that strengthens Pacific Beach’s economic 
center and improves non-motorized access and transit mobility on 
Mission Blvd. 

 Increase safe multi-modal access between the Mid-Coast Balboa 
Transit Station and Mission Boulevard mobility hub by improving non-
motorized access on Garnet and Grand Avenue. 

 Develop a corridor plan that includes specific traffic calming measures, 
pedestrian facilities, and bicycle connectivity on Grand and Garnet 
Avenues.  

 Mitigate vehicular parking displacement with parking relocation, 
improved transit access and innovative sustainable approaches. 

 Promote the creation of a sustainable eco-district through a focus on urban 
innovation with a focus on energy and water utilities. This includes 
increasing pervious areas where there is currently concrete or asphalt, 
including new landscaping in parks, intersection curb pop-outs, new street 
trees, planters, a tot-lot, etc. Incorporation of the City’s LID design manual 
is an opportunity to reduce or even eliminate stormwater/urban runoff in 
the project area. 

 Promote an active lifestyle and fitness culture for residents and 
visitors. 

 Present the Pacific Beach Active Transportation Study to the City 
Council for adoption into active policy and capital improvement projects 
for implementation purposes  
 

 


