
 

 

 

July 25, 2020 

 

Dear Ms. Hernandez and Ms. Sinsky-Crosby: 

Equity is central to the purpose of beautifulPB. Our goal is to promote diversity in Pacific 

Beach as we work to improve sustainability and mobility in our community. We recognize 

that Pacific Beach is not always a welcoming place for people of color, and has historically 

been a neighborhood that actively excluded non-white people through mechanisms such as 

racial convents, which required PB homeowners to be white.  

One way to correct this legacy of racism is by acknowledging the contributions of people of 

color in Pacific Beach. William H. Payne was the second Black educator in the San Diego 

Unified School District, and taught at Pacific Beach Junior High in the 1940s. At the time, 

parents in the community were so upset at the idea of a Black person teaching at the school 

that they presented a petition with 1,900 signatures to the school board. They asked for 

Payne to be removed from his position and reassigned elsewhere.  

When School Superintendent William Crawford refused the request to reassign Mr. Payne, 

the group of parents appealed to state officials. Fortunately they were unsuccessful, and Mr. 

Payne continued his career in public education through the 1970s. After retirement, he 

continue to serve the San Diego community through work with the American Red Cross, 

Episcopalian Community Services, California Association of School Administrators, the YMCA 

and the California Retired Teachers Association, until his death in 1986.  

Mr. Payne’s wife, Fannie J. Payne also worked in public education for San Diego schools for 

over three decades. Among other roles, she was a teacher, counselor, and vice principal 

before retiring in the 1970s. Like her husband, Ms. Payne devoted extensive time to 

philanthropy and community service following retirement, including positions on board of 

directors for Goodwill Industries and St. Paul’s Senior Homes.  

Renaming the Pacific Beach Middle Joint Use Field (Pacific Beach Community Park) as 

“Fannie and William Payne Community Park” honors their contributions to Pacific Beach and 

to the greater San Diego community. BeautifulPB supports the park renaming, and thanks 

Paige Hernandez and Regina Sinsky-Crosby for their work leading the renaming effort. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Katie Matchett 

President, beautifulPB 


