PB Counts
2021

PB Counts
October 2021

PB COUNTS
PB Counts are an annual project of beautifulPB, conducted by volunteers and community members in the
western central area of Pacific Beach. Traffic counts are performed each year on a typical August
Saturday, for two hours from 3-5 pm. Counters record traffic by type, distinguishing between vehicles,
people on bikes, people walking, people on e-scooters, and other types of traffic (non-motorized
scooters, etc.). This year was the seventh year that the PB Counts project has taken place, allowing for
comparisons of traffic volumes as
they change over time. Traffic was
counted on a total of 16 blocks in
2021.
As in past years, while driving makes
up the majority of travel in Pacific
Beach, non-motorized
transportation (walking, biking, escooters, skateboards, and similar
modes) is significant in our
community. In particular, nearly
one-third of the travel on the blocks
counted in 2021 included people
walking. This is especially true for
streets in the commercial core of
the neighborhood, such as Hornblend Street and Garnet Avenue, as well as popular beach access routes
like Law Street, where driving accounts for only about half of all travel.

Travel Trends
Although counts were taken at 16 locations in 2021, there has been some variation in the locations that
are counted each year. In part this is due to the 2020 Covid pandemic, which prevented the full set of
traffic counts from being conducted in 2020. However, counts have been taken consistently at 7 locations
between 2016 and 2021. To
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Overall, driving makes up more
than half of travel at these
locations, while walking makes up
1 Streets counted consistently from 2016 to 2021 include Cass St, Reed Ave,
about a third of travel. At these
Hornblend St, Garnet Ave, Law St, Missouri St, and Diamond St.
seven locations, driving in 2021
increased slightly compared to 2020 and 2019. Although walking had been increasing steadily since 2016,
it did decrease slightly in 2021 compared to 2020. Bikes, e-scooters, and other, which together make up
about 10 percent of travel, have increased at these locations over time with the introduction of escooters.
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Covid-19 Pandemic
Traffic volumes were generally lower in 2020 and 2021, likely because of the Covid-19 pandemic. For the
seven streets counted consistently from 2016 to 2021, overall volumes dropped from about 8,500 in
2019 to 6,400 in 2020. However, traffic reductions were not consistent across the different modes. After
a decrease in the percent of driving during 2020, driving increased slightly more than pre-pandemic
percentages in 2021. Similarly, the percent of biking travel was slightly greater in 2021 compared to prepandemic travel. In contrast, e-scooter traffic has decreased slightly in both 2020 and 2021. The decrease
in e-scooter travel may also be due in part to the pandemic, although more general changes to the emobility market and reductions in the number of shared e-scooters in Pacific Beach is also a likely factor.

Garnet Avenue
Although 2021 traffic on Garnet Avenue was lower than normal, Garnet Avenue remains one of the
busiest streets in Pacific Beach. As in past years, Garnet is a key street for walking, biking, and other nonmotorized traffic, with these travel modes making up over half (55 percent) of traffic on the street.
Walking is particularly popular, with over 1,100 people counted walking the segment of Garnet between
Bayard St and Cass St (40 percent of all traffic on Garnet Ave).
Sidewalk riding, which is illegal on Garnet Avenue, continues to be common for bikes and e-scooters.
However, sidewalk riding has decreased compared to past years. There was significantly less sidewalk
riding overall, particularly for e-scooters. During the two-hour count, 26 bikes or e-scooters (about 1/4 of
all bike or e-scooter traffic) rode on sidewalks on Garnet Ave between Bayard St. and Cass St.

PB Pathways
PB Pathways are streets designated for special treatment to promote non-vehicle travel. They are marked
with wayfinding signage and in-street surfboard decals. As part of the PB Counts, we track whether or not
current interventions on PB Pathway streets appear to be influencing the mix of traffic on those streets.
Diamond Street was designated at “Slow Street” by the City of San Diego in March of 2020, in part
because it was previously identified as a PB Pathway. Discussion of traffic on Diamond Street is included
below.
This year, we counted six locations on five PB Pathways streets (Tourmaline St, Law St, Diamond St, Reed
Ave, and Cass St). On Cass, Diamond and Law Streets traffic decreased overall in 2021, while traffic
increased on Reed Ave. Vehicles make up about half the traffic on Law St, about 65 percent of the traffic
on Tourmaline and Cass Streets, 15 percent of the traffic on Diamond St, and about 70 percent of all of
the traffic on Reed Ave.

Diamond Street Slow Street
In late March 2020, the City of San Diego launched the Slow Streets Program to help residents get around
their neighborhoods for essential travel while maintaining physical distance from others during the Covid19 pandemic. Slow Streets were closed to through vehicle traffic to allow more space for walking, biking,
and other non-motorized travel.
Diamond Street was the first Slow Street to be implemented in San Diego. Initially the street was closed
from Olney Street to Mission Boulevard, but subsequently the eastern portion of the street was reopened
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between Olney Street and Haines Street. As of October 2021, the portion between Mission Boulevard and
Haines Street remains closed to through traffic.
Volunteers with beautifulPB were able to take a number of traffic counts along both Diamond Street and
the adjacent roadway (Missouri Street), both before and after the opening of the Slow Street. Using this
data, as well as data from
past PB Counts, we were able
to evaluate the impact of the
slow street on travel patterns
in the area.
Based on our counts, the
major impact of opening the
Slow Street was to reduce
vehicle traffic and increase
bicycle traffic on Diamond
Street. The number of people
walking and using other
active modes (scooters,
skateboards, roller skates) on
the Diamond Street also
increased with the implementation of the Slow Street, but not as much as biking. The increase in active
transportation is especially noticeable on the segments of Diamond Street further to the east. On the
segment of Diamond Street between Bayard and Cass, the percentage of users walking and biking was
relatively high even before the implementation of the Slow Street, likely due to proximity to the beach
and central business areas of Pacific Beach.
The percentage of people biking has decreased somewhat from 2020 to 2021, which corresponds to an
increase in people using “other” forms of active transportation such as skateboards and e-scooters. This
could be due to the increased availability of e-scooters and similar micromobility services between 2020
and 2021.
On Missouri Street (located adjacent to Diamond Street), vehicle traffic was higher than in the past two
years, but lower than the first years of PB Counts. Anecdotally, volunteers observed vehicles using
Missouri Street as an alternative to Diamond Street as an E-W route through Pacific Beach. However, the
decrease in vehicles on Diamond Street between Bayard and Cass (about 350 vehicles) was significantly
more than the increase in traffic on Missouri Street (less than 100 vehicles). This suggests that drivers are
using other alternate routes in addition to Missouri Street, or possibly replacing vehicle trips with active
travel.

Attachments:
Count Locations
Count Data
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